Androgen receptor in pituitary adenomas of the gonadotroph cell complex.
Although androgen receptors have been identified in normal gonadotroph and somatotroph cells of the pituitary, immunohistochemical studies have failed to reveal these receptors in pituitary adenomas so far. Using a monoclonal antibody to androgen receptor in our series of 60 adenomas of the gonadotroph cell complex (20 FSH/LH cell adenomas, 20 null cell adenomas, 20 oncocytic adenomas), only one null cell adenoma showed strong nuclear immunostaining. All the other antibodies were completely negative. The significance of this finding in correlation with clinical data is still unclear, although it may be associated with more rapid tumor growth. In paraadenomous tissue, some normal gonadotrophs expressed the androgen receptor.